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WBU Online
School of Humanities and Leadership

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:
HUMA 5300.VC01 — The Humanities and Interdisciplinary Thought

Term and Year: 
Summer, 2026 (8-week term), June 1–July 25, 2026

Instructor: 
Dr. Karen Beth Strovas

Phone Number and Email
Office (806) 291-1114, cell (806) 292-3543, 8 am–8 pm only for texts, please. Otherwise, use email. StrovasK@wbu.edu (Email is the best way to reach me!)

Office hours, Building, and Location
By appointment or M-F 9-10 a.m. & 1-5 p.m. except Wednesdays and during university holidays or scheduled vacation days. Office located at Gates Hall 200 on the WBU Plainview campus.

Class Meeting Time and Location
Fully online asynchronous course located on Blackboard.

Catalog Description: An advanced-level overview of the humanities and practice in the principles of interdisciplinary thinking and research. Prerequisite: None.

Course Outcome Competencies: Although the outcomes will be the same, the method of completion may vary according to the topic selected for the semester. Upon the conclusion of this course students actively engaged in learning will be able to:
1. Demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of the arts and humanities.
2. Communicate how the humanities contributes to an understanding of society and culture in an historical, biblical, and social context.
3. Articulate an informed personal response and critically analyze works in the arts and humanities.
4. Express with confidence ideas, interpretations, and responses to the humanities.
5. Analyze works, figures, and artists in religion, philosophy, literature, and the visual and performing arts in an interdisciplinary context.
Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy. 

Link to WBU’s Statement on Academic Integrity, and instructor’s policy on generative AI (GAI):
Generative AI tools permitted in specific context and with proper citations.
1. Students are allowed to use, reference, or incorporate generative AI tools into specific assignments for this course. When used, students must properly cite the generative AI tool in their submitted work.
2. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction for your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
3. Specific parameters for generative AI usage are provided by the instructor.
4. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
 
Disability Statement: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Disability Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291- 1057.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Grading Chart: 
Active typed or video participation in Discussion Board questions				40%
Essay topic proposal with a working thesis (due week 7)						  5%
Creative Response (due week 7)									15%
Comparative Analysis Essay (due week 8)							30%
Final Presentation (due week 8)									10%
Assignment Descriptions:
This class is made up of five types of assignments: 1) Scheduled Weekly Interactions with Primary Texts, 2) Discussion Board Postings, 3) Essay Topic Proposal, 4) Comparative Analysis Essay, 5) Creative Response, and 6) Final Presentation.  More detailed assignment descriptions will be uploaded to “assignment sheets” in Blackboard within at least three weeks of the assignment’s due date.  All written assignments must be submitted in electronic form through Blackboard on their due dates.  Late work scores will be reduced by 5 points per 24-hour period.

1-2. Reading Homework and Discussion Boards Participation–
Students are responsible for reading, studying, and completing the assigned material by the assigned due dates.  Each week, I will present at least one or two topics for discussion from the reading or a related subject on the Blackboard forum for this course. You are expected to participate helpfully, thoughtfully, and respectfully in each discussion.

Assessment of Discussion Boards: In general, if you follow directions, turn your DB in on time, answer my prompt fully and thoughtfully, and respond to at least two classmates, you will receive between 90-100%. I will automatically deduct 10 points at each 24-hour mark late. I will deduct 10 points for each missing response to a classmate. Each DB post will be assessed on a case-by-case basis for quality and completion.

3. Essay Topic Proposal with a working thesis. See essay assignment sheet for more details.
*Essay Topic Proposal is due emailed during Week 7.

4. Comparative Analysis Essay – This is a 1200- to 1500-word argument with a thesis which should be developed by reading or viewing at least one primary work from the syllabus and considering, in this work, the intersection of at least two humanities disciplines closely. Your analysis should examine the human experience through a particular character, scene, theme, or recurrent idea and examine significant moments of the intersections of the arts in question. In addition to arguing its thesis, the essay should also answer, in what ways does considering this work or these works through cross-disciplinary analysis enhance, deepen, or intensify the meaning for its reader/viewer, as opposed to focusing only on words or image, etc.? Home in on a single controlling idea to write a deep, focused essay. Use short, quoted excerpts and description from the primary texts to focus and substantiate your argument. Three secondary sources are required as support for your argument. See the assignment sheet for more details. Use current MLA documentation style. Helpful MLA citation tutorials can be found online at Purdue OWL but may also be posted to our Blackboard page.
*Comparative Analysis Essay is due uploaded to Blackboard by midnight on July 25 midnight central.

How I will grade:  These analyses will be evaluated on a rubric according to the following criteria: (1) control and responsible development of discussion; (2) presentation of source’s language or detailed description as evidence; (3) analysis of, and ability to draw conclusions from, this evidence; (4) clarity and polish of writing; (5) proper use of MLA documentation style; (6) following directions. 

5. Creative Response
Each student will complete a multi-media projects and present it to the class on the discussion boards. The project should demonstrate insight and understanding of the literary text or texts to which it connects, should be thoughtfully constructed, and should be presented with attention to detail. See assignment sheet for options. 
*Creative Responses are due by July 19, 11:59 PM central.  See assignment sheet for more details.

6. Final Presentation
The final presentation is a 10-15 minute video due to Blackboard 11:59 PM Central on Saturday, July 25. The presentations should have audio and visuals and cover the following:
· An overview of the student’s analysis topic and what inspired or propelled this choice
· An overview of the student’s primary thesis claim and how the essay incorporated primary and secondary sources to support this claim
· The student’s personal reflection on both the project and the experience of studying humanities as interdisciplinary fields.

Letter Grade Scale: My grading scale is as follows: 89.5-100/A; 79.5-89.4/B, and so forth. Anything below 59.5 is an F. Weighted grades are averaged according to a 100-point scale and are totaled at the end of the semester.  Please talk with me if you are having concerns (or happiness!) about your grades.

 Following statement must be included following Course requirements and grading criteria:
“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Vice President of Academic Affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”
Tentative Course Schedule:
Week 1: Monday, June 1–Sunday, June 7: What is “Humanities”?
1. Read “Introduction to Course” on Blackboard (BB)
2. Watch “Hello, HUMA 5300!” video syllabus walkthrough
3. Read full syllabus.
4. Complete the required first assignment (academic integrity survey) embedded inside BB for census count.
5. Complete any Week 1 readings from course text
6. Watch Lecture 1
7. Complete Week 1 Discussion Board posts
Week 2: Monday, June 8–Sunday, June 14: Greek and Roman Mythology / Ethics / Origins
1. Read Week 2 Announcement on BB
2. Week 2 Reading: Skim Hesiod’s Theogony and read posted excerpts from Ovid’s The Metamorphoses
3. View video lecture and read through notes material
4. Week 2 Assignment and/or Discussion Boards
5. Read through the Comparative Analysis Essay assignment sheet from start to finish. Email any questions you have regarding the essay assignment.
Week 3: Monday, June 15–Sunday, June 21: Literature and Art
1. Read Week 3 Announcement
2. Read Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s The Lady of Shalott and posted selections from William Blake
3. View Video Lectures 3a and 3b and read through notes material
4. Complete Week 3 Discussion Board post
5. Brainstorm themes for potential essay topics.
Week 4: Monday, June 22–Sunday, June 28: Bible and Art
1. Read Week 4 Announcement
2. Read Genesis 28 Jacob’s Ladder; the Transfiguration stories from Matthew 17: 1-9, Mark 9: 2-10; and Luke 9: 28-36
3. Read and consider article https://artuk.org/discover/stories/what-was-the-transfiguration-of-jesus-and-how-has-it-been-portrayed-in-art 
4. View Video Lectures 4a and 4b and read through notes material
5. Complete Week 4 Discussion Board post.
6. Brainstorm themes for potential essays or projects. 
Week 5: Monday, June 29–Sunday, July 5: Drama, Music, Performing Arts, History, and Dance
1. Read Week 5 Announcement
2. Reading from Film book; theater article
3. View one of the following musicals: Hamilton or The Sound of Music
4. View Video Lectures 5a and 5b and read through notes material
5. Complete Week 5 Discussion Board post
6. Pat yourself on the back—what a week! You’re past the halfway point. 
Week 6: Monday, July 6–Sunday, July 12: Film, Narrative, and Music
1. Read Week 6 Announcement
2. Reading from Film book
3. View any of the following films: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, E.T., Jurassic Park, or Apollo 13
4. View Video Lectures 6a and 6b and read through notes material
5. Complete Week 6 Discussion Board post
6. If you haven’t already, begin work on the Week 7 Creative Response project.
7. If you have not chosen your topic yet for the Comparative Analysis Essay, do so! Select your key passages for analysis, secondary sources (see end of syllabus for help with database selection), and working on pre-writing such as outlining, taking notes on sources, etc.  Try to devote at least .5-1 hour per day this week to the planning, researching, prewriting, or early writing of your essay.
Week 7: Monday, July 13–Sunday, July 19:
1. Read Week 7 Announcement
2. Complete any reading or viewing from previous weeks if you left anything undone.
3. Email me 1) a short 3-6 sentence topic synopsis of your upcoming comparative analysis essay, 2) a clear, arguable thesis for your essay, and 3) a consideration of what kind of research you’re doing and what you’ve found thus far.  Do this as soon as you solidify your topic and focus—due no later than Wednesday of Week 7.
4. Creative Response project + presentation due to Blackboard DBs by 11:59 PM Central on Sunday, July 19.
5. Try to devote at least .5-1 hour per day this week to prewriting and drafting your essay.

Week 8: Monday, July 20–Saturday, July 25:
1. Read Week 8 Announcement
2. Comparative Analysis Final Essay due to Blackboard by 11:59 PM Central on Friday, July 24 —Please see assignment sheet for full details. 
3. Final Presentation 10-15 minute video due to Blackboard 11:59 PM Central on Saturday, July 25 —
The presentations should have audio and visuals and cover the following:
· An overview of the student’s analysis topic and what inspired or propelled this choice
· An overview of the student’s primary thesis claim and how the essay incorporated primary and secondary sources to support this claim
· The student’s personal reflection on both the project and the experience of studying humanities as interdisciplinary fields.




SUGGESTED RESEARCH TOOLS
· MLA International Bibliography (available online through the LRC website; a fast way to find worthwhile scholarly studies)
· JSTOR or Academic Search Complete
· Academic Video Online, Films on Demand, or MediciTV
· Gale Ebooks; Gale Resources or others at the LRC
· The Mabee LRC staff are greatly helpful at guiding students in the right direction. Use the catalog and ILL if off campus). LRCREF@wbu.edu (LRC reference librarian on duty will respond.)
· Needing more assistance? Email me! strovask@wbu.edu
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